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My Dear Wife:

I die tonight. It has been so determined
by those who think I deserve it. God knows I
feel myself innocent. I have only sought to
educate the negro.,

I little thought when leaving you so far
away that we should then part forever.

God's will be done! He will be to you a
better husband than I have been, and a fa-
ther to our six little ones.

There is in the company's hands about two
hundred dollars of my money; also my trunk
and clothes are here,

You can send for them or let Henry come
for them as you think best.

God of mercy bless and keep you, my dear,
dear wife and children!

Your William















“ The nzgroes of the South are fres—
free as ain," says the parliamentary Wat-
terson,  This is what the Statr, a well-
koown Democratic organ of Tennessee,
says, in huge capitals, on the suliject ¢
“ Let it be known belore the election that
the farmers have agreed 1o spot every
leading Radical negro in the county, and
treat him as an enensy foe all time (o come,
U'be rotten ring must and shall be broken
it any and all costs.  “The Democrats have
determined to withdeaw all employment

om thelr cnemies. et this fact be
nown.” - o e
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Article XIV (adopted July 9, 1869)

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States: nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective
numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the
right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United
States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the
Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age,
and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other
crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice
President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member
of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of
the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort
to the enemies thereof. But Congress may, by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.

Article XV (February 3, 1870) . . .
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United

States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.






Article XIII (adopted December 6, 1865)

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.



